
Great Mid-Level Books to Read in Summer 2015 

Look for many other wonderful selections by these same authors! 

Fiction 

Troublemaker by Andrew Clements (2011) F and P Level: T 
When his older brother gets in serious trouble, sixth-grader Clay decides to change his own mischief-
making ways, but he cannot seem to shake his reputation as a troublemaker. 

 
Powerless by Matthew Cody (2009) Reading Level 5.3 

Soon after moving to Noble's Green, Pennsylvania, twelve-year-old Daniel learns that his new friends 
have super powers that they will lose when they turn thirteen, unless he can use his brain power to 
protect them. Book one of a series. 

 
The Trouble with Chickens by Doreen Cronin (2011) Reading Level 3.5 

A hard-bitten former search-and-rescue dog helps solve a complicated missing chicken case. Book one 
of a series. 

 
Poached by Stuart Gibbs (2014) Reading Level 4.2 

Twelve-year-old Teddy Fitzroy is the prime suspect when FunJungle's newly-acquired koala goes 
missing, thanks to a prank staged by middle school bully Vance Jessup. 

 
Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library by Chris Grabenstein (2013) F and P Level: T  
Winner of the Black-Eyed Susan Award for 4th-6th Grade Chapter Books 2014-15 

"Twelve-year-old Kyle gets to stay overnight in the new town library, designed by his hero (the famous 
gamemaker Luigi Lemoncello), with other students but finds that come morning he must work with 
friends to solve puzzles in order to escape"--Provided by publisher. 

 
Absolutely Almost by Lisa Graff (2014) Reading Level 5.7 
CES-JDS Visiting Author in September 2015! 

Ten-year-old Albie has never been the smartest, tallest, best at gym, greatest artist, or most musical in 
his class, as his parents keep reminding him, but new nanny Calista helps him uncover his strengths and 
take pride in himself. 

 
Charlie Joe Jackson’s Guide to Not Reading by Tommy Greenwald (2012) Reading Level 5.4 

Middle-schooler Charlie Joe is proud of his success at avoiding reading, but eventually his schemes go 
too far. Book One of a series. 

 
Fourteenth Goldfish by Jennifer Holm (2014) Reading Level 4.4 

Ellie's scientist grandfather has discovered a way to reverse aging, and consequently has turned into a 
teenager--which makes for complicated relationships when he moves in with Ellie and her mother, his 
daughter. 

 
Captain Nobody by Dean Pitchford (2009) F and P Level: S 

When ten year old Newton dresses up as an unusual super hero for Halloween, he decides to keep 
wearing the costume after the holiday to help save the townspeople and eventually his injured brother.   

 
Astronaut Academy by Dave Roman (2011) -Winner of the Black-Eyed Susan Award for Graphic Novels 2014-15 

Hakata struggles to get by at Astronaut Academy after he becomes the target of the school's most 
popular girl. Meanwhile, his best friend stops returning Hakata's phone calls and Hakata's new 
roommate is a Fireball-obsessed jock. Book one of a series. 

 



Sidekicks by Doug Santat (2011)-Winner of the Black-Eyed Susan Award for Graphic Novels 2013-14 
Look up in the sky! It's a bold, new graphic novel about superhero pets! 
Captain Amazing, superhero and savior of Metro City, is getting old. He's out all hours battling arch-
villains, catching thieves, and helping little old ladies cross the street. He doesn't even have time for his 
house full of pets. He needs - a SIDEKICK! 

 
Frank Einstein and the Antimatter Motor by Jon Scieszka (2014) Reading Level 5.9 

In his Grandpa Al's garage workshop, child genius Frank Einstein tries to invent a robot that can learn 
on its own, and after an accident brings wisecracking Klink and overly expressive Klank to life, they set 
about helping Frank perfect his Antimatter Motor until his arch-nemesis, T. Edison, steals the robots for 
his doomsday plan. 

 
Like Pickle Juice on a Cookie by Julie Sternberg (2011) Reading Level 2.5 

When nine-year-old Eleanor's beloved babysitter Bibi moves away to care for her ailing father, Eleanor 
must spend the summer adjusting to a new babysitter while mourning the loss of her old one.  Book One 
of a series. 

 
My Life as a Book by Janet Tashjian (2010) Reading Level 4.7 

Dubbed a "reluctant reader" by his teacher, twelve-year-old Derek spends summer vacation learning 
important lessons even though he does not complete his summer reading list. Book One of a series. 

 
Hound Dog True by Linda Urban (2011) F and P Level: R 

Mattie, a shy fifth grader, wants to hide out at her new school by acting as apprentice to her Uncle 
Potluck, the custodian, but her plan falls apart when she summons the courage to speak about what 
matters most and finds a true friend. 

 
Justin Case: School, Drool and Other Daily Disasters by Rachel Vail (2010) F and P Level: O 

Justin is very nervous about starting third grade and must make the best of things when he does not get 
the teacher he wanted, his best friend is in another class, and his favorite stuffed animal disappears. 
Book one of a series. 

 
Pie by Sarah Weeks (2011) F and P Level: Q 

Alice's Aunt Polly passes away and entrusts the recipe for her world-famous pie crust to her cat, which 
she leaves in Alice's care, and as everyone, including Alice, tries to discover the secret ingredients, Alice 
learns some important lessons about faith, love, and family. 
 

Non-Fiction 

What’s So Funny: Making Sense of Humor by Donna Jackson (2011)  
Who doesn't love to laugh, or to hear and see funny things?  But what makes something funny in the 
first place?  What exactly is humor?  Using fun facts, anecdotes, and more than a few silly puns, Donna 
M. Jackson explores the wide-ranging world of humor, explaining why our brains think something is 
funny, why you can tickle a friend, but not yourself, how to tell a joke like a professional comedian, and 
so much more. 

 
Eat Your Math Homework: Recipes for Hungry Minds by Ann McCallum (2011) 

A collection of yummy recipes and fun math facts combined. 
 
Tastes Like Music: 17 Quirks of the Brain and Body by Maria Birmingham (2014) 

Interesting and unique conditions such as having no fingerprints or hearing music every time you taste 
chocolate. 

 


